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A sea change occurred among Democrats in 2001 when Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) 
won a competitive election for the position of Democratic whip, launching a 
leadership trajectory that catapulted her to the positions of minority leader 
from 2003 to 2006, Speaker of the House from 2007 to 2010, and minority 
leader again in 2011 to 2012. Democrats’ high profile example notwithstanding, 
Republican women have been elected to only lower-level leadership positions, 
and no Democratic woman has been elected since Pelosi. 

In the 111th and 112th Congresses, Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-Wash.) 
was elected vice chair of the House Republican Conference. In the same Congress, 
Kristi Noem (R-S.Dak.) served as one of two liaisons between the freshman class 
and the GOP leadership. Kay Granger (R-Tex.) served in the same position in the 
110th Congress. In the 108th and 109th Congresses, Deborah Pryce (R-Ohio) 
served as chair of the House Republican Conference—making her fourth in the 
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Figure 3-6  �Average Number of Speeches with Partisan Rhetoric,  
by Congress

Source:  Data collected and calculated by the author, see Dancey and Pearson, 2012.


